
    

Anthony Domenic Abbruzzese
March 4, 1943 - October 16, 2025

  

Visitation:
Thursday October 23rd from 6:00 to 8:00 pm 
Evans-Nordby Funeral Home in Osseo

Funeral:
Friday October 24th at 10:30 am 
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church in Brooklyn Park

Burial ceremony and honors:
Wednesday October 29th at 12:15 pm
Ft. Snelling National Cemetery in Minneapolis

Preceded in death by his loving parents, Michael and Fannie, and his father and mother in-
law, Jesse and Carmen Alvarez; brother-in-law, Robert Albers.

Survived in death by his loving wife Jackie (née Alvarez), and their five children:

Michele and Scott (Cole, Nichole, Courtney, Austin)
Renee and Cliff (Elijah, Colton)
Nicole and Jeff (Elliot, Evan, Tyler)



David and Pamela (Grace, Ella)
Valerie and Jeremiha (Quentin, Isabella, Gabrielle, Dominic)

Also survived by his sister Randa, her children, Bobby, Glen, and Cindy; and his brother-in-
law, Jesse Alvarez

In Remembrance and Celebration of Anthony Domenic Abbruzzese:

Tony was born in Brooklyn, NY on March 4, 1943 to Michael, an Italian immigrant, and
Fannie, a first-generation born American.  He was the little brother to his sister Randa,
and spent his childhood in East Patterson, New Jersey playing baseball, playing with his
cat and dog, and spending quality time with his extended family.  

In 1968 he married his love, Jackie, in Staten Island, NY, which was the beginning of a
lifelong journey.  Together the two of them navigated life as newlyweds, establishing the
roots of what would be 57 years of love centered on family.  Together, they grew a family
of 5 beautiful children, with 4 daughters and a son.  Although Tony and Jackie began their
marriage in New Jersey, a career opportunity led them to Minnesota in 1979, which is
where they settled their family.

Tony was devoted to his family, doing what he could do to support their needs, hobbies,
and aspirations.  With seven people in the house, work was a big portion of his life,
working tirelessly to provide for his family.  For his family, work was not what defined
Tony; it was the moments shared with him that fills lasting memories.  

As a parent, Tony was a Cub Scout den leader, a little league baseball coach, and a dance
dad to four girls.  He spent many days cheering his four daughters on in dance
competitions.  In addition to watching his daughters perform, he also participated in many
father-daughter dances.  He perfected the craft of a slow pitch softball pitcher, teaching
his daughters how to pitch and play, and later on he would go on to pitch in several men’s
softball leagues, including on a team with his son and son-in-law as the lone veteran
among young men in their 20s.  Later in life, Tony enjoyed boating and fishing on the lake
with his children and grandchildren.  He also enjoyed cars, cats, watching baseball, and
traveling.

Tony wasn’t a man of many words, not overtly expressive, but he liked being around his
family, having a front row seat to his five kids and 15 grandkids.  Being present for
gatherings, joking with those around him, and celebrating life’s accomplishments was
what he enjoyed most with his family.  He felt immense pride for his family, always proud
of key moments, showing it in his way with a subtle thumbs up, a pat on the back, or a
hug to show his love.  One of the fondest memories shared by family and friends is of
Tony’s one-on-one conversations, where his down-to-earth nature always shone through,
often punctuated by a perfectly timed witty remark.

Tony was a proud American, serving our country in active duty and as a reservist in the
Navy.  He served 26 years in total and retired as a Chief Petty Officer.  His family
experienced the highs and lows of service as well.  From seeing him off and missing him



for a few weeks at a time, to visiting bases with him throughout the country, to the fear of
him heading to the Middle East during Desert Storm.  He built lasting brotherly bonds with
his fellow serviceman over the years that endure today.

Tony was a sports fan, and coming from the New York sports market, his family was
impressed how he adopted the Twins and Vikings as his teams relatively quickly, which
was a blessing and a curse.  He experienced, alongside his family, the highs of the Twins
winning the World Series twice and magical Vikings seasons, like 1998 firsthand from the
4th row on the 10 yard line at Metrodome.  A lasting memory is his frustration with both
teams when they weren’t playing well.  This was one of the few subjects where he was
truly expressive with his anger and disappointment, and it's a fiery trait many of his
children carry forward today. 

The last 17 years of his life brought health challenges for Tony.  He was a cancer survivor,
from both stage 3 colon cancer and a completely isolated case of kidney cancer, leaving
him with just one remaining kidney that worked for 15 years.  Just two years ago, he
needed to begin dialysis and during this time he developed dementia.  Throughout this
time, his wife Jackie was devoted to him and his health, taking on the difficult role of
caring for her spouse.  She went well above the call of duty and did a fantastic job taking
care of him, making many sacrifices for his well being.  

Tony taught those around him that the best life is built on the smallest, most simple
gestures of love.  Spend your time with the ones you love and laugh with them.  Tony will
be missed, but his memories and spirit will live on.

In lieu of memorials to the family, memorials can be directed to the American Kidney
Fund, the American Cancer Society, or St. Jude.
  

  
  

Visitation
  

   Thursday, October 23rd 6-8PM

  Evans-Nordby Funeral Home, 34 2nd Street NE, Osseo, MN

  Driving Directions  

https://give.kidneyfund.org/page/71744/donate/1?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=IS_Branded&utm_term=national%20kidney%20fund&utm_content=nkf&ea.tracking.id=paid-search&transaction.othamt1=google-ads&transaction.othamt2=branded&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18323038977&gbraid=0AAAAAC-Peqp-Y_gSg1rtoikzG8XGN0Uvc&gclid=CjwKCAjwu9fHBhAWEiwAzGRC_6mEyorW0jx6icme2zsQagKuQf1xqEoR0dw6LvdATegyJFQmxStubxoCRUkQAvD_BwE
https://give.kidneyfund.org/page/71744/donate/1?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=IS_Branded&utm_term=national%20kidney%20fund&utm_content=nkf&ea.tracking.id=paid-search&transaction.othamt1=google-ads&transaction.othamt2=branded&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=18323038977&gbraid=0AAAAAC-Peqp-Y_gSg1rtoikzG8XGN0Uvc&gclid=CjwKCAjwu9fHBhAWEiwAzGRC_6mEyorW0jx6icme2zsQagKuQf1xqEoR0dw6LvdATegyJFQmxStubxoCRUkQAvD_BwE
https://donate.cancer.org/?campaign=searchmedia&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaignid=17604508476&utm_adgroupid=143846806448&utm_keyword=cancer%20association&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17604508476&gbraid=0AAAAAD2heedqDH1MISYeAGRow0USqUVCi&gclid=CjwKCAjwu9fHBhAWEiwAzGRC_49KUhK_6wQbA7uFs-9Yf2EM6-xcmHGKJHiWDWqw7sPPuae621EOCBoCNyUQAvD_BwE
https://www.stjude.org/promotion/impact-giving-pm.html?sc_dcm=137187318174&sc_cid=kwp&sc_cat=b&&&&&gclsrc=aw.ds&ds_rl=1285465&ds_rl=1291300&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=17681679263&gbraid=0AAAAADuyZN6bio88l9NeLnkGrGEFwTFUI&gclid=CjwKCAjwu9fHBhAWEiwAzGRC_3u_FGzNxyDiz-cKHZX-kx7npVf7tALrFzM03m0U7UrahGXUdXxjFBoC65AQAvD_BwE
https://maps.app.goo.gl/1vBAVSsbxfeGQ2J66


  
  

Visitation
  

   Friday, October 24th 9:30AM

  St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 9100 93rd Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, MN

  Driving Directions  

  
  

Mass of Christian Burial
  

   Friday, October 24th 10:30AM

  St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church, 9100 93rd Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, MN

  Driving Directions  

  
  

Burial
  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/1T4ysh6pzjk2MXpr5
https://maps.app.goo.gl/1T4ysh6pzjk2MXpr5


   Wednesday, October 29th 12:30PM

7601 34th Avenue South

  Minneapolis, MN 55450
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